
Robert Gould Shaw(1837-1863) 
 

 
 
The 54th Massachusetts regiment took part in some small actions during the 
early part of July before being moved to Morris Island. 
 
On July 18, 1863, the regiment, with two brigades of white troops, led an 
assault on the Confederate artillery battery, Fort Wagner. The men fought 
bravely and proved that black soldiers could fight as well as whites. 
However, the Union army were unable to take the Fort and many of the 54th 
Massachusetts regiment, including Robert Gould Shaw were killed. 

 
Activities 

 
1. In which regiment was Shaw serving as a Captain? 
2. Why was Shaw’s regiment special? 
3. What was the name of the coloured regiment formed by Shaw? 
4. Shaw’s regiment were part of which army, Confederate or Unionist? 
5. What was Fort Wagner used for? 
6. On which date did Robert Gould Shaw die? 
7. Now sort the arguments for and against Slavery into the table 

provided. 

Robert Shaw was serving as a Captain in the 2nd 
Massachusetts when he was asked to raise and 
command a regiment of black troops. This was 

not the first coloured regiment to be formed but it 
was the first to be organized in a Northern state. 

 
Shaw recruited free blacks, mainly from the 
Northern New England states and the new 

regiment was formed on May 13, 1863 with Shaw 
as its colonel. 

 



 

The Great Slave Debate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arguments for slavery 
The Southern view 

Arguments against slavery 
The Northern view 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

They have no 
right to tell us 
how to run our 
plantations. 

Their factory 
workers live in 
worse conditions 
than our slaves 

Negro slaves have no 
worries. They have 

food, shelter and are 
not unemployed 

All people should 
be equal. 

Slavery is cruel 
and should be 

abolished 

Black Africans are  
inferior to whites and  

born to be slaves.  

You cannot call 
yourself a good 
Christian if you 
keep slaves. 

Slaves have to be 
punished. It’s 

what they 
understand 

Without slaves, the 
southern economy 

would collapse.  

You should pay 
your workers a 

wage. 

Slaves have 
the right to 

choose what 
to do with 
their lives. 



 
 


