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Sixth Form Parental Help

Improving your

child’s chances

As a parent, you will already know that you are your child’s most valuable teacher. The lessons they learn at
home will affect how they interact with other people and the world around them. And, like most parents, you will

probably want to do all you can to make sure they have a good future ahead of them.

In the Sixth Form there is a massive jump from GCSEs to A’ Levels. The workload increases in terms of the size and
guantity of assignments set, and there is a need for students to read around their subjects, to undertake their own
research, make their own notes etc.

Academic coasting is not an option at KSA and students need to be able to take the initiative and deal with work
which requires both more time and more effort. Time management becomes a huge issue in terms of being able to
juggle deadlines and social life, prioritising work and planning ahead for revision. The almost inevitable result of
these new demands is increased stress and students need to acknowledge this and to develop ways of dealing with

this.

Our aim in terms of study is to equip students to deal with the difficulties of a degree course and working life, they
need to become self-organised, self-motivating and independent learners.

Often when your son/daughter enters the Sixth Form you can feel out of your depth in terms of the subjects they are
studying and feel at a loss as to how to support them with their homework. This, combined with the desire to foster
independence, can lead to parents backing off all together. There are however some basic points you can follow at

home to help:



1. Show them you .
Get to know their timetable and
talk about what they’ve learned
that day. If you’re not familiar with
a subject, get them to teach you
so that they are putting their new
knowledge into practice.

~

4. Time management.

Discuss deadlines with them and
encourage them to display them
somewhere at home. They should
have short and long term plans and
will benefit from discussing what work
they have and when they are going to
do it on a weekly basis. Encourage
them to plan their weeks, including
leisure time, so they have a clear idea
of what time they have to work (it’s
usually less than they think...)
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quiet place to do homework

and revision. Encourage 3. Help with coursework and revision,
them to work in a light, airy, but don’t do it for them. Be there to
uncluttered  environment, help them find answers to problems. If
with the necessary they need to research a particular
equipment around them, subject, go with them to a library or
with room to display notes, use the internet. Put all the key dates
etc. on a calendar and make sure they
No distractions such as meet coursework deadlines.

mobile phone, email,

Facebook, etc. Sufficient

sleep, drinking water and a 6. Get to know the exam
balanced diet can also helbn
board so that you know what
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they will be studying. If you
have access to the internet at
home, visit AQA, Edexcel,
OCR.

5. Take days out that are 7
relevant to schoolwork.

Plan family visits to places of

historical interest, museums,

galleries or even the beach;

these can bring lessons to life.

8. Revision & Study Skills. Have a handy box of pens,
pencils, and so on. Buy a dictionary so that they have all
the ‘tools’ they need to do their work.
Reading through work is not revision! So encourage them
to use a variety of learning techniques:

* Make notes in colour/ on post its

* Use diagrams

*  Mind maps

* Doing different work in different rooms

* Discussion or group study

* Testing/ self-testing

* Teaching you a topic

* New work to be done in the morning and known
work reviewed in the afternoon




10. Don’t forget to say ‘well done’.

We all need praise now and then, but it’s
particularly important for a child.
Congratulating your son/daughter will
encourage them to do well next time and
show them you genuinely want them to
succeed at school.
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9. Stay in touch with the school. Their teacher is a great
source of help and advice — not just if your son/daughter
is having problems. They will be able to suggest other

ways in which you can help them with their work.



What’s in a Grade?

Grade Progress Pathway

GCSE AS A2 University Degree
2:1
A 2:1
B B 2:2
B 7/6 C C
B/ C 6/5 D
C 5

Please enter your son/ daughters ALPS target grades below:

Subject ALPS AS target grade ALPS A2 target grade

There is no getting away from it, the next two years are going to be tough, lots of work to do in very little
time. But if they want the grades
they will have to put the hours in.

Organisation is key. Being well organised from the
outset will make homework and revision quicker and
easier. A lever arch file with dividers will be needed
not only for each subject but for each subject teacher.
4 AS subjects = 8 files.

Due to locker size and no bag policy a day folder with

dividers will be a great idea.
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But what does an A grade pupil look like?

Class notes are
thorough, neat,
tidy, colorful and
organised into
teacher & subject
files.

Writes down and
completes their
homework/
coursework when
they get it and hands

it in on time.

Revision is started
months in advance is
well-structured and
consists of re-writing
notes, using past
exam papers and
mark schemes.

Is uni worth it?
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“The average graduste earns arcund 30%
more than someons with just A levels™
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Get help using this site
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Has a real passion for
the subject and will
read around the
subject of their own
accord in books,
magazines,
newspapers.

Knows their facts,
figures and specific
examples to give
them confidence
when answering an

exam question.
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and get Windows 8 Pro for £14.99
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What does an E/ U grade pupil look like?

Has a part-time Class notes are
job and works untidy,
more than 13 incomplete and

hours. disorganised.

Does the bare
scribbled onto a minimum and will
spare bit of paper, only complete the
handed in late and work given in
incomplete. lessons.

Homework is

Revision is left until
the night before and
will consist of
reading over their
untidy & incomplete
class notes.

Get a job! Up to 12 hours paid
work has been shown to
improve your grades.

It’s all about being organised.

TESCO
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Making the most of parents’
evenings

You will be invited to KSA twice to discuss your child’s progress, at the beginning of the academic year and
before the examination period. These meetings aren’t just a chance to see how you son/daughter has done

over the past year but a great opportunity to meet teachers and talk about positive ways to help your child

move forward.

Before the parents’ evening
e Talk with your son/daughter about what they have done well and what could be better.
Look at their report together.
*  Write a list of questions that you may have to take to the parents’ evening with you.
* Take your son/daughter with you because they need to hear what their teachers say.

Meeting the teachers

* Atthe parents’ evening, be prepared to listen to what the teachers have to say. You need them to

be clear and honest with you, so you get a good picture of how your son/daughter is doing at sixth
form.

* Don’t be too embarrassed to asked questions if you don’t understand what the teacher is saying
and take notes if you think it will help remember what has been said.

* If you and a teacher disagree, it is important to find a way forward that puts your son/daughter
needs first.

After the event
* Talk with your son/daughter about what was discussed and agreed with the teachers and go through
the list of action points together.
* Pinthe action list up where you can both see it and discuss their progress regularly.

¢ Ifyou need to, stay in touch with their teacher; email will be best and they will be able to tell you
how things progress in lessons.
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https://www.futurelearn.com/

A FutureLearn course is free and will
compliment their A’level course, it will also
be recognised by the university they will

be applying to.
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~ What would you
" like to learn?

Browse free online courses

Follow the following:
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Use Twitter to keep informed.
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The A Tevel
Mindset

40 activities for
transforming
student
commitment,
motivation and

@WhichuniUK

@ucas_online

@alevelmindset

@THEUniAdvice

Sharing our independent
insight into the best unis,

colleges & degree courses.

Make the right decision
about your higher

We manage applications
to UK full-time higher
education courses.

Creators of the VESPA
intervention model,
writers (The A Level

Mindset

education.

Advice, university guides,
rankings, news and
lifestyle articles. Tweets
by student editor, Seeta
Bhardwa.

@LucyCParsons

@thestudentroom

@TheStudyRocket

@SF_England
Student Finance Eng

Empowering young
people to get the top
grades and into the best
universities. Making kids
cleverer every day...

Follow us for A-level
results day advice,
Clearing tips & tricks &
Fresher's wisdom. We'll
get you ready for GCSE
results too

The online course for your
revision. Enhancing study
time and reducing
procrastination through
technology.

We're here answering your
general questions:
EMonday-Friday 9am-5pm
BSaturday 9am-4pm




