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Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 1:Les vacances –où? Year: 11

Main Ideas:

 To say where you and others go on holiday.
 To explain and understand choices of holiday destinations.

Key phrases:

Pour mes vacances, je vais…..
For my holidays, I go….

Pour mes vacances, j’aime aller….
For my holidays, I like going to…

Quand j’étais jeune, j’aimais aller….
When I was younger, I used to like going….

Infinitive Present Past Imperfect Future

Visiter
(to visit)

Je visite
(I visit)

J’ai visité
(I visited)

Je visitais
(I used to visit)

Je vais visiter
(I am going to visit)

Partir
(o leave)

Je pars pour
(I am leaving for)

Je suis parti(e) pour
(I left for)

Je partais pour
I used to leave for

Je vais pour
(I am leaving for)

Aimer
(to like)

J’aime
(I like)

J’ai aimé
(I liked)

J’aimais
(I used to like)

J’aimerais
(I would like)

Verb table: Other key verbs

ALLER: To go

Je vais I am going / I go
Tu vas You are going/ you go (informal/singular)
Il va He is going/ he goes
Elle va She is going/ she goes
On va We are going/we go
Nous allons We are going/ we go
Vous allez You are going/you go (formal/polite)
Ils vont They are going/ go (boys/ boys and girls)
Elles vont They are going/ go (girls only)

Expressions of Time:

Normalement usually
D’habitude usually
Souvent often
Quelquefois sometimes
De temps en temps from time to time
Parfois occasionally

Countries

La France France
L’Angleterre England
L’Allemagne Germany
L’Espagne Spain
L’Italie Italy
Le Pays de Galles Wales
Les Etats-Unis USA



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 1: Les vacances –où? Year: 11

Common past exam questions:

1. Où passes-tu les vacances? Where do you go on holiday?
2. Où vas-tu en vacances? Where do you go on holiday?
3. Tu préfères aller en ville ou au bord de la mer? Do you prefer going to the town or seaside?
4. Où aimais-tu aller quand tu étais plus jeune? Where did you prefer to go when you were 

younger?

Phonic Focus:

Je/J’ai Je (juh)     J’ai (jay)
Ais ay

Secret spelling tips:

Try the pyramid technique as below:

J
JE
JE  V
JE  VA
JE  VAI
JE VAIS

Grammar Recall: 

Aller + a country

When talking about where you go to on holiday with Aller only the article before 
the country has to change.

Eg:  Je vais en France. I go to France (la changes to en as it is feminine)

Je vais au Pays de Galles I go to Wales (le changes to au as it is masculine)

Je vais aux Etats-Unis. I go to America (les changes to aux as it is plural)

When using visiter or partir pour the articles never change in this way.

Eg:   Je visite la France. Je pars pour l’Italie.

Impress and succeed sentences: 

Higher

Ce que j’adore c’est aller….
What I love is going to…
Ce que je n’aime pas c’est aller..
Ehat I don’t like is going to
Ce qui me plait c’est passer mes vacances en..
What pleases me is spending my holidays ….
Selon moi
According to me
Il me semble que
It seems to me that 



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 2:Les vacances –que fais tu? Year: 11

Main Ideas:

 To talk about what you do on holiday.

Key phrases:

D’habitude en vacaces…….
Usually, on holiday…..

Infinitive Present Activity

Jouer (to play) Je joue (I play) au foot/au tennis

Visiter(to visit) Je visite (I visit) des monuments

Manger (to eat) Je mange (I eat) les plats régionaux

Regarder (to watch) Je regarde (I watch) un spectacle (a show)

Boire (to drink) Je bois (I drink) du vin (some wine)

Acheter (to buy) J’achète ( I buy) des souvenirs 

Faire (to do) Je fais (I do/go) de la natation

Prendre (to take) Je prends ( Itake) des photos

Rester (to stay) Je reste (I stay) chez moi (at home)

Draguer (to chat up) Je drague (I chat up) les filles (girls)

Trainer (to hang out) Je traine (I hang out) avec mes amis

Danser (to dance) Je danse (I dance) dans les boîtes de nuit

Aller (to go) Je vais ( I go) à la plage (to the beach)

Lire (to read) Je lis (I read) un roman ( a novel)

Verb table:

Expressions of Time:

Normalement usually
D’habitude usually
Souvent often
Quelquefois sometimes
De temps en temps from time to time
Parfois occasionally

Weather:
Quand / si / s’ When / if
Il fait beau. it is nice weather
Il fait mauvais. it is bad weather
Il fait chaud. it is hot weather
Il fait froid. it is cold weather
Il y a du soleil. it is sunny
Il y a du vent. It is windy.
Il y a des orages. It is stormy.
Il y a du brouillard. It is foggy.
Il pleut. it is raining
Il neige. it is snowing

Higher
Il y a des éclaircies. It is stormy.
Il est brumeux. It is misty.



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 2: Les vacances –que fais -tu? Year: 11

Common past exam questions:

1. Que fais-tu en vacances? What do you do on holiday?
2. Qu’est-ce que tu aimes faire en vacances? What do you like doing on holiday?

Phonic Focus:

Je/J’ai Je (juh)     J’ai (jay)
J’aime Gem

Secret spelling tips:

Try the pyramid technique as below:

J
JE
JE  V
JE  VA
JE  VAI
JE VAIS

Impress and succeed sentences: 

Higher

Ce que j’adore c’est nager dans la mer.
What I love is swimming in the sea.

Ce qui me plaît c’est me relaxer
What pleases me is relaxing

Ce qui m’intéresse en vacances c’est…..

Recipe for success: 

1. Adjectives
2. Intensifiers
3. Present tense
4. Past tense
5. Future tense
6. Varied vocabulary
7. Time phrases
8. Opinions 
9. Extended sentences with connectives



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 3:Le voyage Year: 11

Main Ideas:

 To talk about how you travel
 To talk abou a past journey.

Key phrases:
D’habitude, je voyage en……. car je pense que c’est…..
Usually, I travel by…… because I think that it is…….
Pendant le voyage…
During the journey….

Infinitive Present Past Activities

Aller (to go) Je vais ( I go) Je suis allé(e) (I went) En voiture/en train/en avion
By car/by train/by plane

Voyager (to travel) Je voyage (I travel) J’ai voyagé (I travelled) En car/en bus/ à pied
By coach/by bus/by foot

Boire (to drink) Je bois (I drink) J’ai bu (I drank) Un coca/un thé/du vin
A coke/tea/some wine

Manger (to eat) Je mange (I eat) J’ai mangé (I ate) Des chips/un sandwich au jambon
Crisps/a ham sandwich

Lire (to read) Je lis (I read) J’ai lu (I read) Un journal/un magazine/un roman
A newspaper/a magazine/ a novel

Jouer (to play) Je joue (I play) J’ai joué (I played Avec ma tablette/ mon portable
With my tablet/ my phone

Écouter (to listen) J’écoute ( I listen) J’ai écouté (I listened) De la musique/ à la radio
Some music/ to the radio

Être (to be) C’est (It is) C’était (It was) Plus vite/ plus confortable/pratique
Quicker/ more comfortable/pratical

Il y a (there is…/are…) Il y avait (there was/were) Une queue/des embouteillages
A queue/ some traffic jams

Verb table:



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 3: Le voyage Year: 11

Common past exam questions:

1. Comment voyages-tu? How do you travel?
2. Décris un voyage récent? Describe a recent journey.

Phonic Focus:

Je/J’ai Je (juh)     J’ai (jay)
J’aime Gem
C’est say

Secret spelling tips:

Try the pyramid technique as below:

J
JE
JE  V
JE  VA
JE  VAI
JE VAIS

Impress and succeed sentences: 

Higher
On était conicé dans la voiture avec tous les bagages.
We were squashed in the car with all of the luggage.

A l’aéroport, j’ai realisé que j’avais oublié mon passeport.
At the airport I realised that I had forgotton my passport.

A l’aéroport, j’ai realisé que j’avais oublié mon portable.
At the airport I realised that I had forgotton my passport.

On a mangé des sandwichs que ma mère ait fait.
We ate sandwiches that my Mother had made.

J’ai dû faire la queue pour les toilettes à la station de service.
I had to queue for the toilets at the service station.

Ce qui m’énervait c’était que….
What annoyed me was…..

Recipe for success: 

1. Adjectives
2. Intensifiers
3. Present tense
4. Past tense
5. Future tense
6. Varied vocabulary
7. Time phrases
8. Opinions 
9. Extended sentences with connectives



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 4:Les vacances –qu’est-ce que tu as fait en vacances? Year: 11

Main Ideas:

 To talk about what you did on holiday last year.

Key phrases:

L’année dernière, en vacances…….
Last year, on holiday…..

Infinitive Past Activity

Jouer (to play) J’ai joué (I played) au foot/au tennis

Visiter(to visit) J’ai visité (I visited) des monuments

Manger (to eat) J’ai mangé (I ate) les plats régionaux

Regarder (to watch) J’ai regardé (I watched) un spectacle (a show)

Boire (to drink) J’ai bu (I drank) du vin (some wine)

Acheter (to buy) J’ai achèté ( I bought) des souvenirs 

Faire (to do) J’ai fait (I did) de la natation

Prendre (to take) J’ai pris ( I took) des photos

Rester (to stay) Je suis resté(e) (I stayed) chez moi (at home)

Draguer (to chat up) J’ai dragué (I chatted up) les filles (girls)

Trainer (to hang out) J’ai trainé (I hung out) avec mes amis

Danser (to dance) J’ai dansé (I danced) dans les boîtes de nuit

Aller (to go) Je suis allé(e) ( I went) à la plage (to the beach)

Lire (to read) J’ai lu (I read) un roman ( a novel)

Verb table:

Expressions of Time:

Le weekend dernier Last weekend
Il y a une semaine a week ago
Récemment recently

Weather:
Quand When / if
Il faisait beau. it was nice weather
Il faisait mauvais. it was bad weather
Il faisait chaud. it was hot weather
Il faisait froid. it was cold weather
Il y avait du soleil. it was sunny
Il y avait du vent. It was windy.
Il y avait des orages. It was stormy.
Il y avait du brouillard. It was foggy.
Il pleuvait. it rained
Il neigait. it snowed

Higher
Il y avait des éclaircies. It was stormy.
Il était brumeux. It was misty.



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 4: les vacances –qu’est-ce que tu as fait en vacances?

Common past exam questions:

1. Qu’est-ce que tu as fait en vacances? What did you do on holiday?
2. Décris tes dernières vacances? Describe your last holidays.

Phonic Focus:

Je/J’ai Je (juh)     J’ai (jay) é ay
J’aimais Gemay
Ait ay

Secret spelling tips:

Try the pyramid technique as below:

J
JE
JE  V
JE  VA
JE  VAI
JE VAIS

Impress and succeed sentences: 

Higher

On a mangé…. We ate…
On a bu… We drank…
On a vu….. We saw…
On a fait… We did/went/played..
On a joué… We played..
On a nagé… We swam…
On a visité… We vsited…..
On s’est reposé (e)…. WE relaxed….
On s’est bronzé (e)… We sunbathed….
On est sorti(e)… We went out…
On pensait que…. We thought that…
Il me semblait que… It seemed to me that…
On trouvait que…. We found that it was…

Ce que j’aimais le plus c’ était aller/nager/manger….
What I liked the most was going/swimming/eating…

Recipe for success: 

1. Adjectives
2. Intensifiers
3. Present tense
4. Past tense
5. Future tense
6. Varied vocabulary
7. Time phrases
8. Opinions 
9. Extended sentences with connectives



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 5: A l’hôtel Year: 11

Main Ideas:

 To talk about the hotel that you stayed in.

Infinitive Present Past

Loger (to stay) Je loge (I stay) J’ai loge (I stayed)

On loge (We stay) On a logé (We stayed)

Rester (to stay) Je reste (I stay) Je suis resté (e) (I stayed)

On reste (We stay) On est resté(e) (We 
stayed)

Aimer (to like) J’aime (I like) J’aimais (I liked)

Détester (to hate) Je déteste (I hate) Je détestais (I hated)

Verb table:

Expressions of Time:

Le weekend dernier Last weekend
Il y a une semaine a week ago
Récemment recently
L’année dernière last year

Accommodation types:

dans un hôtel a hotel
dans un camping a campsite
dans une tente a tent
dans un château a castle
dans un gite a converted farmhouse.
chez mes grands-parents at my Grandparents

Opinions:

C’ était vraiment propre. It was really clean.
C’ était vraiment confortable. It was really comfortable.
C’ était vraiment sympa. It was really nice.

Il y avait une grand piscine. There was a big pool.
Il y avait un restaurant. There was a restaurant.
Il y avait une belle vue. There was a good view.

La nourriture était délicieux. The food was delicious.

C’ était bien car c’ était près de la plage. It was good because it was near the beach.



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 5: A l’hôtel

Common past exam questions:

1. Où es-tu resté(e)? Where did you stay?
2. L’hotel c’était comment? What was the hotel like?

Grammar Recall:

Remember when you use the negative in French that the NE…PAS
must form a sandwich round the verb.

EG: Il n’y avait pas de piscine! There was no swimming pool!

Impress and succeed sentences: 

La climatisation est tombée en panne.
The air conditioning had broken down.

L’ascenseur ne marchait pas.
The lift was not working.

La douche était cassée.
The shower was broken.

Il n’y avait pas de serviettes / de belle vue./de bon restaurant
There were no towels / nice views/good restaurant

La salle de bains était sale.
The bathroom was dirty.

Higher

Il n’y avait ni bar ni restaurant.
There was neither a bar nor a restaurant.

La fenêtre donnait sur l’autorute et il y avait trop de bruit.
The window overlooked the motorway and there was too much noise.

La piscine était en train d’être construite.
The swimming pool was in the middle of being built.

La fenêtre donnait sur la plage et je pouvais regarder la couche du soleil.
The window overlooked the beach and I could watch the sunset.

Recipe for success: 

1. Adjectives
2. Intensifiers
3. Present tense
4. Past tense
5. Future tense
6. Varied vocabulary
7. Time phrases
8. Opinions 
9. Extended sentences with connectives



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 6: Mes projets Year: 11

Main Ideas:

 Future holiday plans.

Je On

Je vais aller (I am going to go) On va aller (We are going to go)

Je vais voyager (I am going to travel) On va voyager (We are going to travel)

Je vais rester (I am going to stay) On va rester (We are going to stay)

Je vais faire (I am going to do) On va faire (we are going to do)

Verb table: The Immediate future

Expressions of Time:

Demain….. Tomorrow…
La semaine prochaine… Next week…
En quinze jours…. In a fortnight..
Ce weekend…. This weekend..
Le mois prochain… Next month…
Cette année… This year….
L’année prochaine…. Next year….

Weather 

S’ If
Demain….. Tomorrow…
La semaine prochaine… Next week…
En quinze jours…. In a fortnight..
Ce weekend…. This weekend..
Le mois prochain… Next month…
Cette année… This year….
L’année prochaine…. Next year….

Opinions:

A mon avis ce sera… In my opinion, it will be
Je pense que ce sera… I think that it will be..

Formidable! Great!
Génial! Great
Nul! Rubbish!

Verb table: The Simple future

Infinitive Je On

Aller J’irai (I will go) On ira (We will go)

Voager Je voyagerai (I will go) On voyager (We will go)

Rester Je resterai (I will stay) On restera (We will stay)

Faire Je ferai (I will do) On fera (We will do)

Manger Je mangerai (I will eat) On manger (We will eat)

Etre Je serai (I will be) On sera (We will be)



Knowledge Organiser:                                                                                                         Module: Holidays
Unit 6: Mes Projets

Common past exam questions:

1. Où vas-tu aller en vacances? Where are you going to go on holiday ?
2. Décris tes vacances idéales. Describe your ideal holidays.

Higher:

Si j’ai la chance j’irai…
If I have the chance/am lucky, I will go….

Si j’etais riche, Je voudrais aller en…
If  I was rich, I would like to go…

Si je gagnais la lottèrie, je voudrais aller…
If I won the lottery, I would go…

Grammar Recall: Future Tenses

The Immediate Future:

This tense is used to talk about what you are going to do and is formed with the 
correct part of ALLER (depending on the subject) and the infinitive.

Je vais aller I am going to go
Tu vas aller You are going to go 
Il va/elle va/on va aller He is going /she is going/ we are going to go
Nous allons aller We are going to go
Vous allez You are going to go
Ils/elles vont aller They are going to go

So to say I am going to visit change the aller to visiter

Eg:  Je vais visiter

The simple future:

This tense translates as will or shall do something.
To form the tense remove the ER/IR/RE from the infinitive and add the endings:

Je jouerai
Tu joueras
Il/elle/on jouera
Nous jouerons
Vous jouerez
Ils/elles joueront

RE Verbs Je venderai (add and ER before your ending)!
Learn the irregular future tense verbs carefully.

Recipe for success: 

1. Adjectives
2. Intensifiers
3. Present tense
4. Past tense
5. Future tense
6. Varied vocabulary
7. Time phrases
8. Opinions 
9. Extended sentences with connectives


