
GCSE Art and Design Knowledge Organiser – ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES Assessment Objective 1: Contextual 

Understanding –Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources.

When analysing work, use the Content/Form/Process/Mood guide in 
your booklet
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Assessment Objective 2: Creative Making – refine work by 

exploring ideas and experimenting with appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and processes 

GCSE Art and Design Knowledge Organiser –
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Media The substance that an artist use to make art 

Materials The same as media but can also refer to the 
basis of the art work e.g. canvas, paper, clay.

Techniques The method used to complete the art work, 
can be generic such as painting or more 
focus such as blending 

Processes The method used to create artwork that 
usually follows a range of steps rather than 
just one skill 

Primary= 
RED, YELLOW, 
BLUE 

Complimentary; Colours 
opposite on the colour 
wheel 

Secondary= 
Primary+Primary

Harmonious; Colours 
next to each other on the 
wheel 

Tertiary= 
Secondary+Prim
ary

Monochromatic; shades, 
tones & tints of one 
colour 

Shades – add 
black

Hue – the pigment 

Tint – add white Warm; RED, ORANGE 
YELLOW. 
Cold; BLUE, GREEN, 
PURPLE 

COLOUR THEORY
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Assessment Objective 3: Reflective Recording – Record ideas, 

observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 

Methods of Recording 

Tonal shade 
Produce a range of 
tones by varying the 
pressure and 
layering – consider 
using softer pencils 
for darker shades 

Alternative shade techniques

Describes writing notes, 
using images and explaining 
your thoughts to show the 
development of your work. 

Step 1- Describe 
What is this an image of? 
What have you done here? 
What was this stage of the 
project for? 

Step 2- Explain 
How was this work made? 
How did you produce 
particular effects? How did 
you decide on the 
composition? 

Step 3- Reflect 
Why did you use these 
specific methods? Why do 
particular parts work better 
than others? Why might you 
do things differently next 
time? 
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Basic Shape Accurate Shape Detail ShadeStages of Drawing 

Annotation 

Cross Hatching

Stippling Scribble Pattern

Hatching Contour Lines



Visual Language - Formal Elements of Art 

GCSE Art and Design Knowledge Organiser –
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Assessment Objective 4:  Personal Presentation: Present a personal 

and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language.

Planning Composition 
Layouts


