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What Is Mark Making?

Mark making is a term used to describe the different lines, 

patterns, and textures we create in a piece of art. It applies to 

any art material on any surface, not only paint on canvas or 

pencil on paper. A dot made with a pencil, a line created with a 

pen, a swirl painted with a brush, these are all types of mark 

making.

Mark making can be loose and gestural, or structured and 

controlled such as hatching. Most artists work with a variety of 

marks in every painting, but there are some styles, such 

as Pointillism, where just one type of mark is used.

It is easy to think of a mark as a building block for whatever you 

choose to create:

A single mark creates a dot.

An extended mark becomes a line.

A cluster of marks become a shape.

A series of repetitive marks become a pattern.

https://www.liveabout.com/what-is-hatching-1123056
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-post-impressionist-movement-183311

